Parent/Child/Baby Dedication

We/(l) have read the Parent/Child/Bab
cation Policy and desire to present our-
selves/(self) and child to God. We/l agr
be diligent in fulfilling our/my duties are
ent(s).

Names and Signatures of Parents:

Father’s Name (Please Print)

Signature

Mother’s Name

Signature

The following is needed for the Certification
Dedication:

Child’s Full Name (Please Print)

Date of Birth (month/day/year)

Hospital of Birth

City and State of Birth

Please submit a recent or newborn picture
of your child. We will try to get it on Power
Point the day of the dedication. This is
needed two weeks before the service. If you
have any questions, please contact the church
office at 717.733.2526.

If this is your first Parent/Child/Baby Dedi-
cation at the BFC of Ephrata, please call the
church office to set up an appointment to
meet with the Pastor.
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Parent/Child/Baby

Dedication Policy

The dedication of children is a voluntary
act in which believing parents publicly present
their child and themselves to the Lord as an
outward expression of their gratitude to Him
for the child and as a formal appeal to God
for His assistance in the rearing of the child. It
is not to be confused with infant baptism,
viewed as an ordinance of the church, and
does not impart salvation.

Because the child is a gift from God, the
parents promise, as God’s stewards, to bring
up the child entrusted to them in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord (Eph. 5:4; Col.
3:21).

In dedicating one’s child in the presence of
fellow believers, parents are publicly dedicat-
ing themselves to the faithful fulfillment of
their parental responsibilities (Deut. 6:4 - 9;
Prov. 22:6) and are acknowledging their need
of the prayerful support and encouragement
of those fellow believers (Eph. 6:18; Heb.
10:24 - 25).

The act of dedication becomes meaningful
only as the parents explain to the child the
meaning
of this act
and consis-
tently
carry out
the prom-
ises made
before God and the brethren at the time of
dedication.

The dedication is more than a service - it’s a com-
mitment of parents to honor the will and the Word
of God. As part of this dedication, you are asked to

1. Publicly affirm your personal faith in Christ, and
renew your dedication to Him and His Word.

2. Pray daily for God’s direction in your lives and
in the life of your child.

3. Faithfully participate in Sunday Worship with
your child.

4. Teach your child the truths of God’s Word in
your home.

5. Anticipate and seek to lead your child to a per-
sonal faith in Christ as soon as they are ready.

6. Recognize that your child belongs to God and
have been born to experience His love and to
serve Him.

Teachings of Scripture

I. Jesus Christ’s Example

Luke 2:22”When the time of their purification
according to the Law of Moses had been com-
pleted, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord”

Il. Jesus Christ’s Teaching

Mark 10:13 - 16, “People were bringing little
children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he
was indignant. He
said to them, ‘Let the
little children come
to me, and do not
hinder them , for the
kingdom of God
belongs to such as
these. 1tell you the
truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.” And he
took the children in his arms, put his hands on
them and blessed them.”

1Il.The Example of Han-
nah and Samuel

1 Sam. 1:10, 11, “In
bitterness of soul Hannah
wept  much and prayed
to the Lord. And she made
a vow, saying, ‘O LORD
Almighty, if you will only
look upon your servant’s
misery and remember me, and not forget
your servant but give her a son, then | will
give him to the LORD for all the day of his
life, and no razor will ever be used on his
head.””

1 Sam. 1:26 - 28, “and she said to
him, ‘As surely as you live, my lord, | am
the woman who stood here beside you
praying to the LORD. | prayed for this
child, and the LORD has granted me what |
have asked of him. So now I give him to
the LORD. For his whole life he will be
given over to the LORD.” And he wor-
shiped the LORD there.”

Let the little children
come o me....

IV. The Responsibility of Godly Par-
ents

Deut. 6:6 - 7, “These commandments
that | give you today are to be upon your
hearts. Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up.

Eph. 6:4, “Fathers, do not exasperate
your children; instead, bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.”

In order for a child to be dedicated, the
dedicating Parents must have a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. If only one
parent is a follower of Jesus or only one
parent is living for the Lord, this Dedication
can still take place. Only the believing par-
ent, or the one living for the Lord, should
dedicate the child(ren).



